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CASA WELCOMES LARGEST COHORT

OF VOLUNTEERS IN 2 YEARS! 

Columbia Gorge CASA welcomed 8 new advocates at  a swearing - in

ceremony led by Judge John Wolf  on Apri l  18th .  These volunteer

advocates include :  Jeannie Chance ,  Christ ine Crandal l ,  Glenna Gibson ,

Amber Johnson ,  Theo Parkinson ,  Terra Veazey ,  Bai ly Waldron ,  and Mary

Zenorini .  

As advocates ,  these volunteers wi l l  have the responsibi l i ty of  advocating

for the best interest  of  chi ldren that are involved in the court  system due

to having experienced abuse and neglect .

“Every day we hear negative news about shootings ,  c l imate change ,

homelessness ,  and the l ist  goes on .  I  can ’t  do much about those big

problems ,  but I  can do something about a part  of  society that we don ’t

always hear about :  abused and neglected chi ldren ,”  expressed Zenorini .

Before being sworn in ,  each of  these new volunteers completed an

extensive screening process and 38 hours of  training .  Throughout the

training process ,  they learned about chi ld welfare best pract ices ,

recognizing one ’s own biases ,  court  report  writ ing ,  and how to bui ld trust

with the chi ld for  which they wil l  eventual ly advocate .  

“The training was excel lent with a good combination of  classroom

learning ,  onl ine videos and art ic les ,  and impressive personal  speakers ,”

stated Zenorini .  “My eyes were real ly opened up to some of the tragedies

taking place in our country today that no one talks about .”

Despite this increase of  volunteers ,  Columbia Gorge CASA currently has a

wait l ist  of  over 25 chi ldren in need of  an advocate .  Addit ional  advocates

help to ensure that the voices of  our community 's most vulnerable

chi ldren are heard in court .  
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WHY YOUR DONATION MATTERS
The advocacy provided by CASA helps ensure that every chi ld

experiencing foster care in Hood River ,  Wasco ,  and Sherman counties has

the opportunity to transit ion successful ly into adulthood .  Research shows

that when a CASA volunteer is  appointed ,  outcomes are strengthened for

chi ldren and famil ies ,  more needed services are ordered ,  chi ldren are

signif icantly less l ikely to reenter the chi ld welfare system ,  chi ldren

perform better academical ly and behavioral ly ,  and have higher levels of

hope .  

I t  is  also the goal  of  CASA to provide the chi ldren that we advocate for

with a consistent adult  presence in their  l i fe during their  t ime in care .

Harvard University reports ,  "The single most common factor for  chi ldren

who develop resi l ience is  at  least  one stable and committed relat ionship

with a support ive parent ,  caregiver ,  or  other adult . "  The advocacy that

CASA provides helps to ensure a brighter future for the chi ldren of  our

region .  

GIVE TO CASA 'S MISSION :  GORGECASA .ORG 

CASA PLAYHOUSE RAFFLE 

Columbia Gorge CASA is raff l ing off  a one -of -a -kind playhouse (valued at

$6 ,500 )  to one lucky person !  Proceeds from t ickets purchased wil l  go

towards support ing CASA ’s advocacy for abused and neglected chi ldren

in Hood River ,  Wasco ,  and Sherman Counties !  This one -of -a -kind

playhouse wil l  be a beautiful  addit ion to your yard and wil l  provide

countless memories for  your chi ldren or grandchi ldren .  Don ’t  need a

playhouse?  Buy a "Foster Family Ticket ! "  I f  a  "Foster Family Ticket"  is

picked as the winner ,  the Playhouse wil l  be donated to a local  foster

family .  The winner wi l l  be announced on July 14th !  

TICKETS AVAILABLE :  GORGECASA .ORG 
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S u s a n  P o o r  j o i n e d  C A S A  i n

M a r c h  o f  2 0 1 7 .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  s h e

h a s  t a k e n  t h r e e  c a s e s ,  o n e  o f

w h i c h  s h e  i s  s t i l l  c u r r e n t l y

d i l i g e n t l y  w o r k i n g .  S u s a n  t r u l y

g o e s  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  i n  h e r

a d v o c a c y ,  t r a v e l i n g  h o u r s  t o

s e e  h e r  t w o  C A S A  c h i l d r e n  i n

s e p a r a t e  p l a c e m e n t s .  E v e n  i n

t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d

o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  c a s e ,  S u s a n

n e v e r  f a l t e r s  i n  b e i n g  t h e r e  f o r

t h e  c h i l d r e n  s h e  s e r v e s .

S u s a n  s a y s  s h e  b e c a m e  a  C A S A

b e c a u s e  s h e  “ w a n t e d  t o  h e l p

k i d s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o s t e r  c a r e

s y s t e m  f e e l  t h a t  s o m e o n e  d o e s

c a r e  a b o u t  t h e m  a n d  i s  t h e r e  t o

w a l k  b e s i d e  t h e m ,  b e h i n d  t h e m ,

o r  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m  w h e n

n e e d e d . ”  S h e  a d d s ,  “ F o s t e r  c a r e

c h i l d r e n  n e e d  t o  d e p e n d  o n

s o m e o n e ,  a n d  t h a t  s o m e o n e

n e e d s  t o  s h o w  u p  t o  t h e  p l a t e

a n d  d o  t h e  b e s t  j o b  t h e y  c a n

d o . ”  

S u s a n ’ s  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  o f

a d v o c a c y  i s  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,

f o l l o w e d  b y  h e r  l o v e  o f

l e a r n i n g ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s

p l e n t y  t o  d o  i n  c h i l d  w e l f a r e .

S u s a n  h a s  t h r o w n  h e r s e l f  i n t o

g a i n i n g  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f  t h e  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m ,

f r o m  O r e g o n  l a w  t o  I C W A

( I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  A c t ) ,

c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t r a u m a

r e s p o n s e s ,  a n d  h u m a n

r e s o u r c e s .  S h e  a l s o

a c k n o w l e d g e s  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  i t

i s  t o  m e e t  n e w  p e o p l e  a n d  l e a r n

f r o m  t h e m ,  a s  w e l l .  
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